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Most of the industrial accessories used to
get Marcellus Shale natural gas to market
- large water storage pits, tanks to hold
gas byproducts, compressor stations, gas
processing plants, pipelines, access roads,
pumps to infuse the gas with its distinctive
odor - have been built within 500 yards of
the Hallowich family's new yellow house in
the country.

Stephanie Hallowich, a 38-year-old mother
of two, stood on the top of a steep rise at
a Washington County Bible camp in
January and pointed out her house below
in the heart of rolling hills, bordered on
one side by a shelterbelt and on another
by a gravel road traveled by 18-wheel
trucks at all hours of the day.

Resources:

DEP gas  drilling violations  database
Search  natural  gas  leases  in our online
database
Complete  coverage  of  natural  gas
drilling

"This is what comes with it," said Ron
Gulla, a Mount Pleasant resident who has
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Marcellus Shale
Complete coverage of natural
gas drilling in Northeast
Pennsylvania. 

DEEP IMPACT GAS DRILLING
SERIES 

been an outspoken critic of the industry.
"People don't understand: the more wells
they drill, the more compressors they
need. Everything gets bigger. Everything
you see there will grow in time."

The story that Mrs. Hallowich said she
heard from the gas companies when they
began to drill their wells has also been
told to landowners throughout the state
where drillers seek to lease land rich with
gas: The interruptions are temporary; the

land will be reclaimed; only a pipe or a tank will be left behind.

That assurance reached residents in Northeast Pennsylvania too. At a
February township meeting that turned into a debate about the future of
gas drilling in Greenfield Twp. - the municipality where the first
Lackawanna County gas well was drilled - supervisor Bruce Evans said
gas drilling is going to bring "some inconveniences for a few years" but he
likened the impact to that of the interstate Tennessee Gas Pipeline that
runs underground through the area.

Ask someone visiting the township where the pipeline is and "they can't
tell you because you can't see it," he said. "End result, that's what this
gas drilling is going to be like."

Industry representatives say the proliferation of infrastructure around the
Hallowich property is unusual and not a model for what build-out will look
like as gas drilling expands across the state.

But in Washington County - one of the first areas of the state to see full-
scale production from the Marcellus Shale - the industry's imprint is
ubiquitous and lasting.

Challenges and fears spurred by the industry in those changed
communities in the opposite corner of the commonwealth might offer
lessons to Lackawanna, Luzerne, Wayne and Wyoming counties, where
gas development is poised to expand.

In terms of economic impact, the effect on Washington County has been
largely positive. Landowners have benefited from royalties and businesses
from new clients. A local state representative joked to a Pittsburgh-area
television station that soon "Pittsburgh is going to be a suburb of
Canonsburg" - the Washington County borough where many gas drillers
and affiliated companies have set up offices.

For residents who have lived with the downsides of drilling over the last
six years, though, the industry's growth has meant an unwelcome change
to the character of the countryside and, some fear, to the quality of the
water they drink and the air they breathe.

"I don't know where to go"

"I have them there, I have them there, I have them there," said Virginia
Smitsky, pointing in the directions of the natural gas wells that have been
drilled around the house in Mount Pleasant she has rented for 42 years.
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reform of the Pennsylvania Legislature 
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"I've thought about moving, but I don't know where to go because they're
traveling everywhere behind me."

Mrs. Smitsky, a 64-year-old widow who works in a school cafeteria, sat at
her kitchen table and flipped through printouts from drinking water tests
she keeps in a folder decorated with chickadees.

She lifted a half-gallon milk jug full of brown silty water that she drew from
her kitchen sink in November.

"This is what it looked like when DEP told us to drink it," she said,
referring to the Department of Environmental Protection, the
environmental agency that regulates drilling in the state, which has not
found that drilling impacted her drinking water.

The water leaves an oily film on her bathtub and dries out her skin and
hair. Unofficial water tests performed by a person with access to a
laboratory found man-made chemicals that do not occur naturally in
drinking water. The results scared her enough that she would not host her
family for Christmas.

Matt Pitzarella, a spokesman for Range Resources, the company that
drilled the wells around Mrs. Smitsky's home, said drilling could not have
impacted her water because the nearest gas well to her home was drilled
years ago and through a different aquifer than the one her water well taps
into.

Instead, he said, DEP found that her drinking water well had been
improperly constructed, like many in Pennsylvania.

"I would classify Mrs. Smitsky as probably getting too much bad
information from some of her neighbors," he said.

Wells in the hills

The first Marcellus Shale well in Pennsylvania was completed in 2004 in
Mount Pleasant.

Since then, more than 250 Marcellus wells have been drilled in the
county.

The region is largely agricultural, but it is also relatively affluent, with a
poverty rate below the state and federal averages. Large country homes
share the grassy hills with working farms and orchards. The infrastructure
of gas drilling is visible everywhere.

The Marcellus Shale in southwestern Pennsylvania produces a "wet" gas
and the fields there are dotted with green tanks that collect condensate -
the natural gas liquid composed of marketable byproducts like butane and
propane. The roads are busy with tankers that collect the condensate for
processing at massive plants, like the one MarkWest Liberty Midstream
built in 2008 on 184 acres off Route 519 in neighboring Houston.

Municipal officials in Mount Pleasant are trying to exercise some control
over the mushrooming development.

The gas processing plant behind the Hallowich home was built in violation
of the township's zoning ordinance, and an application by the plant's

Health  care  reform  provisions  mean  hospitals
must  do  more  with less
Diversified  Information Technologies  announces
unspecified  number  of  layoffs
Man accused  of  burglary  while  on  electronic
monitoring
Penn  State's  Shrive  still  suffering  growing  pains
Marywood  to  buy  deaf  school  property  for
$500,000
NEIU director  ineligible  for retirement  payout;
auditor  general  investigating
UGI's  Marcellus  move  could reduce  gas  rates

Marywood  to  buy  deaf  school  property  for
$500,000
Men charged  with cheating  at casino
Inmate  in  prison  beating  remains  in  critical
condition
Bill  Clinton  wows  crowd  at Glider  Diner
Clinton  to  voters:  'Don't  shoot  yourself  in  the
foot'
New Jersey  ends  car  inspections;  Pennsylvania
safety  experts  say  it's  bad  idea

REALESTATE570
1 Scranton
2 Clarks Summit
3 SCRANTON
2 Scranton
2 Scranton 

More top homes

 

CARS570
1995 chevy corvette pace car
1966 ford mustang
'08 Pontiac G5
2006 Harley Davidson Night Train
00 STARCARFT POP UP 

More top autos

FEATURED RECENT STORIES 

 

Scranton  Times -
Tribune -Sunday  Times
Moosic,PA

Phone | More

See all featured businesses in Scranton

http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/health-care-reform-provisions-mean-hospitals-must-do-more-with-less-1.934579
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/business/diversified-information-technologies-announces-unspecified-number-of-layoffs-1.939210
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/man-accused-of-burglary-while-on-electronic-monitoring-1.944898
http://thetimes-tribune.com/sports/penn-state-s-shrive-still-suffering-growing-pains-1.944937
http://thetimes-tribune.com/marywood-to-buy-deaf-school-property-for-500-000-1.942815
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/neiu-director-ineligible-for-retirement-payout-auditor-general-investigating-1.945723
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/ugi-s-marcellus-move-could-reduce-gas-rates-1.945722
http://thetimes-tribune.com/marywood-to-buy-deaf-school-property-for-500-000-1.942815
http://thetimes-tribune.com/men-charged-with-cheating-at-casino-1.942814
http://thetimes-tribune.com/inmate-in-prison-beating-remains-in-critical-condition-1.939819
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/bill-clinton-wows-crowd-at-glider-diner-1.940143
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/clinton-to-voters-don-t-shoot-yourself-in-the-foot-1.938879
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/new-jersey-ends-car-inspections-pennsylvania-safety-experts-say-it-s-bad-idea-1.936784
http://realestate.the570.com/?AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=80337973&AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=80338367&AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=80341612&AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=80323116&AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=80342922&AR=ST
http://realestate.the570.com/topads.aspx?items=all&header=true&AR=ST
http://cars.the570.com/?AR=ST
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=80303102&AR=ST&header=true
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=80290098&AR=ST&header=true
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=80308794&AR=ST&header=true
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=80310818&AR=ST&header=true
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?adid=80325602&AR=ST&header=true
http://cars.the570.com/topads.aspx?items=all&header=true&AR=ST
http://click.local.com/click.aspx?vOlwwlo%5DBmOE0e%5D0fB!OJJMmHnmq.jnKno.jIMMJ.jlHJK.jJMMH0oLEGnLJB%5DOoLmnlJnE.jHME0uInKJ.jNMKN.jLpIqoGGlpoMIB!z0BFB%5DtoOKLEEqpGn.jmmKp.jILop.jNmKM0GE0PLmFqlJpmBo%5E0fMDFHDGEFE~FF.lII.lII~QcB%5Bt!OLI.kKL.kFJH.kHKB%5B%5BOot%5Bpn%5Ez%5B=.k%5EspJLE.knzxBwznl%5EtzyO_n%5Bly1Py.i~fQB%5Elo0YLHEpooH.jmIEL.jHFqJ0spll0slKEqG0yENq0Tl0XO1yFFM0A%5B%5E=!pOIBxOn0blHw0d!rEMBwOs%5E%5E!AHlAGqAGqwzn0b.kty%5Ep%5Bnslyrp*%5Dl.knzx2UqnwtnvA2Tnwtnv.kl%5D!,AHq-YTAHo0vNKHHIIAGKwA3us%5E%5E!AGJHl2UJ2TA3EG0Pt%5Bpn%5Ez%5B=.k%5EspJ0Z.k1Vx3GGq%5D2cly%5E2aA3Im1Zxp%5D.j%5E%5Btm*yp.j%5D*yol=A3X%5Etx3Z.kN.k3vKHH1y!.ks3gp4p%5ExwBwpyOJEE
http://click.local.com/click.aspx?vOlwwlo%5DBmOE0e%5D0fB!OJJMmHnmq.jnKno.jIMMJ.jlHJK.jJMMH0oLEGnLJB%5DOoLmnlJnE.jHME0uInKJ.jNMKN.jLpIqoGGlpoMIB!z0BFB%5DtoOKLEEqpGn.jmmKp.jILop.jNmKM0GE0PLmFqlJpmBo%5E0fMDFHDGEFE~FF.lII.lII~QcB%5Bt!OLI.kKL.kFJH.kHKB%5B%5BOot%5Bpn%5Ez%5B=.k%5EspJLE.knzxBwznl%5EtzyO_n%5Bly1Py.i~fQB%5Elo0YLHEpooH.jmIEL.jHFqJ0spll0slKEqG0yENq0Tl0XO1yFFM0A%5B%5E=!pOIBxOn0blHw0d!rEMBwOs%5E%5E!AHlAGqAGqwzn0b.kty%5Ep%5Bnslyrp*%5Dl.knzx2UqnwtnvA2Tnwtnv.kl%5D!,AHq-YTAHo0vNKHHIIAGKwA3us%5E%5E!AGJHl2UJ2TA3EG0Pt%5Bpn%5Ez%5B=.k%5EspJ0Z.k1Vx3GGq%5D2cly%5E2aA3Im1Zxp%5D.j%5E%5Btm*yp.j%5D*yol=A3X%5Etx3Z.kN.k3vKHH1y!.ks3gp4p%5ExwBwpyOJEE
http://click.local.com/click.aspx?vOlwwlo%5DBmOE0e%5D0fB!OJJMmHnmq.jnKno.jIMMJ.jlHJK.jJMMH0oLEGnLJB%5DOoLmnlJnE.jHME0uInKJ.jNMKN.jLpIqoGGlpoMIB!z0BFB%5DtoOKLEEqpGn.jmmKp.jILop.jNmKM0GE0PLmFqlJpmBo%5E0fMDFHDGEFE~FF.lII.lII~QcB%5Bt!OLI.kKL.kFJH.kHKB%5B%5BOot%5Bpn%5Ez%5B=.k%5EspJLE.knzxBwznl%5EtzyO_n%5Bly1Py.i~fQB%5Elo0YLHEpooH.jmIEL.jHFqJ0spll0slKEqG0yENq0Tl0XO1yFFM0A%5B%5E=!pOIBxOn0blHw0d!rEMBwOs%5E%5E!AHlAGqAGqwzn0b.kty%5Ep%5Bnslyrp*%5Dl.knzx2UqnwtnvA2Tnwtnv.kl%5D!,AHq-YTAHo0vNKHHIIAGKwA3us%5E%5E!AGJHl2UJ2TA3EG0Pt%5Bpn%5Ez%5B=.k%5EspJ0Z.k1Vx3GGq%5D2cly%5E2aA3Im1Zxp%5D.j%5E%5Btm*yp.j%5D*yol=A3X%5Etx3Z.kN.k3vKHH1y!.ks3gp4p%5ExwBwpyOJEE
http://thetimes-tribune.com/twitter
http://my.textcaster.com/ServePopup.aspx?id=1372
http://directory.the570.com/scranton+pa.z.html
http://directory.the570.com/scranton+pa/allads.zq.html


8/13/10 3:18 PMWestern PA communities changed by natural gas drilling offer local lessons - News - The Times-Tribune

Page 4 of 6http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/western-pa-communities-changed-by-natural-gas-drilling-offer-local-lessons-1.860440

current owner for a zoning variance inspired the township to try to draft a
comprehensive drilling ordinance.

In May, the township's zoning board rejected requests by MarkWest to
expand two compressors in the town, including the one behind the
Hallowich property, as well as a request by Range Resources to erect
temporary worker housing on its drilling sites, including one adjacent to a
school.

Range sent a letter to township residents in May saying the supervisors
did not respond to the company's offer to help them draft an ordinance
that would be "agreeable to all parties."

It warned, "While we plan to continue drilling in Mount Pleasant, each
additional obstacle to our progress is an added expense that could, over
time, affect the level of our activities there. In short, if we don't drill the
wells, no gas is produced. And no gas means no royalties."

"There's our proof"

Gas extraction is not new in southwestern Pennsylvania - in fields not far
from those topped with towering Marcellus Shale rigs, pumpjacks still pull
gas from shallower wells.

But the spotlight on the Marcellus Shale has illuminated the entire gas
industry, and questions being asked now about the impacts of the deeper
wells are revealing little discussed problems with the shallower ones.

In Daisytown, about an hour from Mount Pleasant, Dominion Exploration
and Production drilled two shallow wells on Terry Greenwood's cattle farm
in late 2007 and early 2008 on a lease tied to the property since 1921.

It was a farm Mr. Greenwood bought in 1988 for its plentiful water: two
natural springs, a water well and a pond for his 35 beef cattle.

After the company hydraulically fractured the wells, the water in Mr.
Greenwood's kitchen turned brown and salty and showed elevated levels
of manganese. Dominion installed a filtration system in a shed, but the
well did not produce enough water to operate the system, said Dan
Donovan, a Dominion spokesman.

DEP found that Dominion's activities impacted the family's water and in
March 2008, it ordered the company to replace the Greenwoods' supplies.

The year of the drilling, the family lost ten of the 18 calves that were born
in a nine-month stretch; four were born with pure white eyes, another with
a cleft pallet. Some were stillborn, some stood for a day or two before
collapsing. Others bled from the nose.

Mr. Greenwood suspects contamination in the pond where the calves'
mothers watered, which collected runoff from the uphill gas site and
turned brown during the drilling.

DEP told the couple the rash of deaths was "the luck of the farmer," Mr.
Greenwood's wife, Kathryn, said. The agency attributed the deaths to E.
coli bacteria in the pond from fecal matter, which can cause ocular
problems in fetal cows.
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"I said, 'Them cows have been drinking out of that pond for 18 years and
I never had this problem before,'" Mr. Greenwood said.

He is a dedicated chronicler of the drilling: the dining room in the family's
farmhouse is cluttered with bins of photographs stacked on the rough-
hewn floors. He has filled notebooks detailing his interactions with the gas
company and state regulators; he stores six gallon jugs with samples of
the tainted water that came from his tap; and in a deep freezer in the
barn, he keeps the carcass of a milky-eyed calf.

"We can't get rid of it because there's our proof," Mrs. Greenwood said.

Mr. Donovan, whose company sold its natural gas assets, including the
Greenwoods' wells, to Consol Energy this year, said there was no merit to
Mr. Greenwood's claims that gas drilling affected his pond or his cows.

"We did everything he wanted and he always had water, right from the
beginning of his complaint," Mr. Donovan said.

"We think we treated him well."

"We're not like that"

Mr. Pitzarella, the Range Resources spokesman, said the industry's main
problem is a lack of a customer service focus that would help it patiently
explain away people's fears.

The engineers who run the industry "can come off as being dismissive"
when residents claim that hydraulic fracturing has impacted their water
supplies, he said - an impact he said is essentially impossible.

"We have to demonstrate to people we are not the second coming of the
coal industry from 100 years ago," he said.

"That's the only frame of reference that you have in Pennsylvania. We're
just not like that."

But Mr. Pitzarella is quick to try to discredit persistent critics, like Mrs.
Hallowich and her husband, whom he said forced the purchase of their
new property so they could benefit from royalties produced by the four
Range Marcellus Shale wells drilled nearby.

The wells, the water impoundment, "all that stuff is already there," he said,
when the Hallowiches filed suit to force the sale.

The newness of the Hallowich home also explains the unique proliferation
of infrastructure around it, he said, because "a lot of those locations were
selected because no one lived there."

But court and property records reveal a different timeline than the one Mr.
Pitzarella explained.

The Hallowiches did file suit to acquire the property, but they did so in
March 2006, a year before permits were issued for any of the Range gas
wells and nearly two years before the adjacent property owner signed
leases to allow the compressor station and processing plant to be built.

Mrs. Hallowich said the royalties she receives from the gas wells are not
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enough to cover the cost of the water she buys for her family to use for
bathing and drinking. She has gone back to work five days a week to pay
for it.

"You start up the driveway, and it's a gut-wrenching feeling," she said.
"You don't even want to come home."

Contact the writer: llegere@timesshamrock.com
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I Love what she said "I've thought about moving, but I don't know where to go because they're traveling
everywhere behind me." Man if that isn't a scare tactic. Just Move I am sure no one will try to keep you around..
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